Appendix 7: Additional Comments Participants made on the Survey



 None



Could not click on descriptions of most of the educational programs



Some questions we very confusing.  Not enough information was given to help you adequately answer.



It's very nice to be asked.  Thank you!



It is gratifying to see informal science education being recognized as an important partner in bringing space science, exploration and the human drama of what NASA is doing to our nation's museums, science learning centers and planetaria.

We are quite excited about the possibilities of a new method of working with NASA, especially in using real time or very recent new info and images.



 WE HAVE ADDITIONAL EXHIBIT SPACE BUT WE FEEL THAT OUR NASA EFFORTS SHOULD BE COMBINED WITH THE LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM.  SOME MEMBERS OF OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE LOCAL SCHODLS AND HAVE EXPRESSED AND INTEREST.



 Thanks for letting us give you input.



Our funding and space are severely limited, but we are always looking for ways in which to increase our impact in the community. We do not currently have the resources to use much of what we now know about creating good exhibits, although we are making slow progress in that direction. Thus, we need to work within these restraints in anything we do (and I'm sure many other small museums are in the same boat).

Just returned from a trip to the Association of Science and Technoly Centers (ASTC) the to KSC where I met Bonnie McClain, Life Sciences Museum Network Project Manager, and a few other people. It was great to have the opportunity to speak with her, she was very helpful and bounced ideas around with me. NASA now has a 'face' for me. I'm looking forward to having more communication with NASA and developing some exhibitry to share. The trip to KSC was fabulous- the apogee of my East Coast orbit- and finally experiencing a launch (which I've tried to see countless times over the past 38 years) was an awesome, memorable event that filled me with wonder. And I hope I can pass some of that amazement, admiration, curiosity and science on to visitors through exhibits and programs!

Our exhibits and programs must tie in with and reflect research being done at Los Alamos National Laboratory. So our interactions would need to focus primarily on work done here for NASA.

Please let us know where we can help further. It would be great to have more for digital flyby footage of the planets similar to the Venus:The Movie and LA: The Movie projects. The public is really captivated by these way of presenting information. Thank you.  

During the 1999/2000 school year, we will be a host site for the JASON Project, which will feature live expeditions to NASA's International Space Station and NOAA's Aquarius Underwater Laboratory.  We are very excited about this collaborative opportunity!

I am a retired aerospace engineer; I owe my career to three adult scouters who helped me pursue a fascinating career. They exposed me to materials that were not available in my schools, etc.

 Our Museum is new (only opened to the public since 1/98) and will be expanding in terms of space and staff over the next few years.  This expansion will hopefully allow us to do more in the field of Earth Science.



Simply put -- we would like to work with NASA and we would like NASA to work with us!

NASA should have a larger budget, and DOD should have a smaller budget.  Our future is in exploration and learning, not in conflict with one another.

As K-12 outreach/informal educators, we appreciate the support NASA provides to education/educators.  We still believe that we are still far from optimizing the use of NASA programs in our communities.



My biggest need is for photographs of earth features at varying resolutions.  I usually need slides or transparencies rather than digital images.  Sometimes I can find what I need, but not consistently.

Help create a ""sense of place""

We are small staff but interested in possible links between habitat mapping and GIS and earth science technology as it relates to conservation field biology.

GO NASA OR GO GRAYHOUND JUST GO



We don't currently know the annual operating budget, etc., and we open our doors in several weeks. We would welcome and encourage NASA to work with us so we can help publicize upcoming NASA missions, events, etc. We would also benefit from NASA augmenting our current programs, and would enjoy working with NASA on new ideas. Please contact us.

 Free traveling exhibits -even without the cost of shipping would be nice

I am a Solar System Ambassador and can answer what I think the Planetarium is interested in. I am forwarding this page to the Director of the Planetarium. This is the main campus for this institution.  Thanks for asking us to answer what we can on this survey.

Go to Mars!



Please continue to offer the Educational Resource Contact Person for NASA Projects. Space Grant Consortium Money in Indiana is only available to the larger universities usually for grad students.  The only way a planetarium in Indiana can receive information and have a contact with NASA is through the Educational Resource People at NASA facilities. The Workshops we conduct for area teachers is a direct line from NASA  to the classroom.  I do belong to the Great Lakes Planetarium Association and the International Planetarium Society and have the benefit of those slides subscriptions to update information regarding NASA projects.  Please continue the paper models.  We print thousands of these each year for students who assemble the models in their classrooms and at the YMCA . One area bank who provided the funding for the STARDUST Planetarium Program for us is also a site where the STARDUST Paper model is available.  Printing activities on the back of the posters is! 

One concern that I have with many NASA outreach programs (especially for those of us in the education field) is that participation in the program often requires promotion of a NASA event (such as the Cassini flyby of Earth) that is not of interest (or visible) to the average person.  This type of participation, frankly, damages our ability to be effective spokespeople for ""real events"" ala the boy who cried ""wolf"".  Another difficulty that arises is that participation in a NASA outreach program often entails a stipulation of presenting a certain number of programs within schools.  This is often not possible given the staffing and primary mission of an organization (especially those of us who have very limited staff.)  A perfect example of this is the International Space Station (I believe the program title was ""Star Station One"").  Although we could have participated in this program (and, I believe, have provided some excellent coverage and promotion), our primary mission (which requires us to present programs that correspond to the current curriculum) and staffing would to allow us to add the burden of the school outreach program portion of the requirements to our already over-stretched staff. The end result is that we lost the opportunity to participate in a program that could have enhanced our facility’s coverage of an important NASA program, and it cost NASA the opportunity to have some portion of that program impact our audience.

Thank you for your concern.



Some of these questions were difficult to interpret from the perspective of a planetarium (e.g. I interpreted ""exhibit materials"" to represent audio-visual materials usable in a planetarium presentation, and ""% exhibit space"" to mean % of time/resources dedicated to planetarium shows"").



Our community is planning a large science center in the near future. I am serving on its board of directors and we will look forward to developing close ties for exhibit ideas, models, curriculum and any other resources NASA may make available.

Great collaborative partners

Please let us know of further developments and how we can become involved!

As a very small center with very few funds to work with, we would appreciate involvement that is easy to use.  We have a very small staff and an interested and resource-poor clientele.

 Astro Adventures could be enhance to include more inquiry-based activities

I think there is tremendous potential with shared mission in NASA working in a more organized fashion with informal ed.  Many research projects at Universities require public ed dimensions which would be best served if they were required/urged to work with informal ed centers.  Working with ASTC would be a great boon to organize the partnership, which to date, seems to be more happenstance than organized.  I would welcome working/talking more.  At Roberson Museum & Sci Center and our Kopernik Space Education Center, we have a regional audience over NY and PA and could reach many.  NASA resources (including key $$ to help make new programs happen) would be most welcome.  Also, my doctoral research was on informal ed partnerships, and I would be most welcome to sharing insights.



We have rotating traveling exhibits that sometimes feature earth/space science. ie current exhibit (Beakman's World) has a section on the Universe + one on paleontology. Last winter the exhibit was Magic School Bus: Inside the Earth



No



The Australian Geological Survey Organisation is the principal geoscience research body in Australia. It is the only survey in the world responsible for an entire continent (and much of the surrounding seafloor too)! AGSO employs ~400 geoscientists at the moment, conducts research on a wide range of geoscience topics, houses the Australian Seismic Centre and is the national repository for fossil type specimens and other important geoscience collections. The Earth Science Education Centre within AGSO is charged with providing educational geoscience experiences for visiting groups and individuals. The ESEC Manager, and the AGSO Education Program Manager, are both geologists with extensive experience in geoscience education. Any opportunity to collaborate with NASA Earth Science education programs would be received most positively.



Marguerite Syvertson and Tom Nolan are great ambassadors for NASA.  Keep listening to them, learning from them, and supporting their efforts (not that nasa doesn't...Just want to state that people like Marguerite and Tom are of great value to your initiatives and are good at what they do).  For what its worth, I hire both of them on the spot if the opportunity arose).

Once again don't forget Outreach programs from the museums. Many of us have StarLab, portable planetariums and other resources to visit schools and community groups. 

All work with NASA has been of utmost benefit to the Virginia Air and Space Center and has expanded our capabilities, resources, audiences and knowledge.

 None



Need to bring back the exhibit program that existed long ago where more short term and long term exhibits are made available to museums.

We look forward to the possibility of working with NASA

 Not sure how this applies to small zoo with limited budget.
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